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00:48 
CD: What makes you think war could have been avoided? 


JB: Well...could I...just change that little bit, but I’ll get to that...okay. 
(01:03) Eventually the Medusa left Pearl Harbor, and we went out 
into New Hebrides and rep-, and this time there weren’t any 
battleships or cruisers to speak of. We repaired destroyers that were 
f-... patrolling around Guado canal, and going up through the slot... 
and uh...those were the ones that really took a beating. And they’d 
come down, they’d be practically crying for spare parts, cause... 
Anyway...along the way I made chief petty officer, and I came back to 
the states, and I saw one of the Yeoman that had been on the Medusa, 
he was at Treasure Island, he says, “You’ve been appointed Ensign.” 
So I got my commission as Ensign and... I went back to New Jersey, I 
got married in the meantime, went back to Medu-new...Jersey with my 
wife. I was assigned to the USS Diphta AKA-59 attack cargo ship that 
was being finished up. Uh, I put that into commission. We went 
through the Panama Canal, and came through Pearl Harbor, and I 
ended up in the hospital at Pearl Harbor. Now I will get to my 
interesting story in a little bit. (02:27) After I got out of the hospital, 
uh I was waiting for transportation to go back to the Diphta AKA-59, 
and every day I’d get up and check with the transportation office, and 
they’d say, “Well there’s nothing going out today.” So I, I’d sit in the 
officer’s club and have a beer or two, and have me a big t-bone steak, 
and then go to bed, and next day repeat the thing (sniffs). One 
afternoon I was sitting there having a beer. A chief radioman came 
along, and he said, “Mind if I join you?” And I said, “No, be my guest.” 
He said, “Where were you when the war began?” And I said, “Here at 
Pearl.” So I told him about it, (03:04) and at...so I said, “Where were 
you?” And he says, “The Naval Communications at Washington D.C.,” 
and after a few beers he said, “I’m going to tell you something. I don’t 
want you to breathe a word uh about this.” (03:17) He said, “We 
knew we knew you were going to be attacked at Pearl Harbor. We had 
broken the Japanese code,” he said, “Roosevelt and everybody knew 
this.” And...I didn’t know whether to believe him when he said, “Don’t 
say a word,” and this was in 1944. I never said a word to anybody 


until 1957. In 1957 we were living in Silicon Valley, and the San uh 
San Francisco Chronicle, in the book section, had the review of a book 
written by George N. Crocker, it was a man who had received his 
master’s degree from Stanford University, and the name of the book 
was, Roosevelt’s Road to Russia. So I got a copy of that, and it 
mentioned in there that same thing, and it says it’s in the 
Congressional record. And it lists other books it was in, and I’ve read 
some of those, so... And when I read this I was furious (04:15) 
because I had lost ship-...friends and shipmates in the Philippines, and 
at other places out there, and at Pearl, and it...if if we had had any 
inkling that uh from the anti-...anti-aircraft fire they went up that 
evening, when some of our planes came in the wrong way, the 
Japanese planes would have g- received a...a good reception by anti- 
aircraft fire. And, so it took me a long time to really...get over that. I 
finally... went from a, a hawk, then a dove, then I sort of changed 
somewhat. But... 


05:00 
CD: How does that make you feel that maybe you were set up for the 
punch at Pearl Harbor? 


JB: Well it it made me...I was bitter for a long time. Uh, I I resigned in 
1946 after 10 years and 10 months in the Navy because I was worn 
out from being at sea in the hot engine rooms in the tropics, 120 
degrees and stuff like this, and I just figured I’d had enough of it. And 
then....uh we were living in Napa. There was a young man next door. I 
was completely out of the Navy. He was in the reserve in Vallejo, and 
he said, “Why don’t you come get your commission back?” So I did, 
and I started a business in Napa. Had it from scratch, bought the 
land, had the building put up, did everything, and...I wrote a letter to 
the Navy. I said, “In order for me to plan, uh what are your plans for 
me uh for the Korean War?” And they got a letter from them saying, 
“We have no plans to...recall anyone of your classification and 
designator.” And less than two weeks later I got a letter that was 
written before they had even sent that second one recalling me to 
active duty. And they sent me to a number of schools at Treasure 
Island, um, um, (06:33) the Uniform Code of the Military Justice, 
because this was initiated by the Air Force, they started the Uniform 
Code. The Navy used to have the old rocks and shoals, and the army 
had something else, so and that was all uniform. And I went through 
atomic, biological, and chemical warfare courses, and any number of 
others, and the first ship I was assigned to was the U.S.S. Diphta AKA- 
59, the ship that I saw built, and put in commission, and I served on in 
World War II. (07:02) And so I reported on board there at 
(Motefunic?) pier in Sasebo, Japan, in the Diphta, along with three 
other attack cargos, were serving as ammunition ships at a calculated 


risk. We sailed the shores of Korea with five-to-six thousand tons of 
ammunition, going into Wonsan, and sitting there tied up to...we 
would tie up to the cruiser St. Paul, which was an 8-inch cruiser, 
heavy cruiser, rearming her, and she was uh the shore battery for 
Seoul when they were fighting back and forth for Seoul. And then this 
was in the Yellow Sea. And we’d go around the other side and go into 
Wonsan harbor. We had it mined. We’d go through our mine field and 
anchor in there, and rearm the destroyers. They were circling around 
and shooting at the various positions in the shore...in the in Wonsan 
harbor. And the Japanese brought in some big- I mean the North 
Koreans brought in some big shore batteries so we would stay outside 
of our mine field. And we would be...doing underway replenishment at 
sea under...w-we would replenish the battleship Missouri, transfer 16- 
inch shells to her, replenish the aircraft carriers, and other ships u- 
underway replenishment. So...that’s what I did for several years of the 
Korean War. (08:27) And then I went from there to the U.S.S. Hamul 
AD 20, as Chief Engineer. The... that was a destroyer tender, and that 
was the best duty I had during the Korean War. And then, after that I, 
in 1954, I was released from active duty...and I went to work for 
General Electric in San Francisco for about a year, a little over a year. 
And then I...went to work for Stanford Research Institute in Menlo 
Park, which was the best decision I ever made in my life. (09:06) I 
worked there 26 years doing a variety of things, including managing 
explosive to high-explosive test-site for ‘em, and had a lot of other 
things... design, fabrication of a lot of things, farming out materials, 
uh up and down the west coast, and a lot in Los Angeles, and the Bay 
Area, 


09:28 
CD: What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for us today? 


JB: Be prepared. Be prepared. 


09:43 

CD: There’s a lot of people that go out to that memorial. As someone 
who lived through it, saw it, lost friends, what would you say to those 
people as a take-home message, a big point that you would hope that 
they would take home from their visit? 


10:07 

JB: Well...that is hard to really...to put into words I would say. ...I, I 
don’t know of a, of a good, a good message to really tell any of ‘em, 
because p-people are going to think different about these things. Uh 
it’s like when you go to see some of these uh...battlefields, like you 
know you go to Custer battlefield. You have no idea what the...the, 
Custer and his men put up with except what you read, you know, 


about it. And the thing there it... I don’t...I have never really given 
that much thought to what the people would take away from that, 
except what a huge sacrifice...a lot of the young men made, those that 
lost their lives, I mean it is... and....which, in some cases, was 
probably unnecessary. And I...[ am an individual that reads serious 
books. I don’t read any novels. I’ve got about seven or eight books 
stacked up that I have bought that I haven’t read yet. I see something 
about the Bataan Death March, and other things, I read that, and I 
have known sailors that...one that I was with. He was a navigator on 
one ship during the Korean War. He...uh ran with the Guerillas in the 
Philippines during all the World War number II. And his teeth were 
practically gone ‘cause he didn’t have any dental care. And others that 
I’ve known that were POWS ...uh... (12:05) I know one individual that 
survived the Bataan Death March. He’s a resident where we live. He’s 
a liu- he was a lieutenant at that time, he’s a three-star retired uh 
general, three-star general in the army, and... Some people can cope 
with some of these things much better than others. And each 
individual I think...will see things differently. And getting back to 
what people think when they see this memorial, uh...I-I think they...to 
them...I...m-most of them I-I would thing it’s uh a lot of names that 
are listed there...and they...unless they know some of them personally 
or something like this, their feeling are going to be a little different 
because they have...having... one that has experienced this is going to 
react...think differently than one that hasn’t. That’s my opinion. 


13:11 

CD: But what would you convey to these people, much younger, 
maybe just learning about Pearl Harbor for the first time? What would 
be your advice to them as they try to pull...they’re all going to take 
something away differently, but if there was one thing that you could 
say about that experience to them... 


(13:34) 

JB: Admire everyone that served. In Riverside they have a...King High 
School is a history teacher. He brings students to where I live at Air 
Force Village West, which is a military officer’s CCRC, and the 
students interview different people about different things. And I went 
to it this year for the first time and they...when they came to where 
we live. And then I went over to the high school a month later, and 
there would be like maybe three boys and three girls that would 
interview me on different things, and then these...uh these...Juniors 
they usually are, they have to write up you know what they take from 
this. And I-I think th-it’s like a lot of other things. Having these 
experiences it’s...that...like I have gone through...I’m going to take 
different things from it than others will. And I know when, like I said, 
when I have seen, gone through different memorials and stuff like 


this, uh I...I probably take a different meaning from it than people that 
have maybe never served in the military whatsoever. 


15:55 
CD: Is there anything I haven’t asked that you think is important to 
your experience at Pearl Harbor that people should know about? 


JB: Well we’re...right off-hand... I-I don’t know really. We, we’re ina 
different...uh the world is in a different situation today than it was 
then, with the satellites and this sort of thing. I...I don’t think that 
we...we wouldn’t have a sneak attack. The one thing that-that really 
concerns me is having a-a nuclear attack, and the nuclear devices, 
and chemical devices, and this sort of thing...can be...concealed, it 
can be in small packages, and stuff like this. And then of course 
anthrax, we know about the anthrax scare after 9/11, and anthrax is 
very, very deadly. It’s a spore-former; those can stay in the ground for 
years. And...it’s...so these are the things that we have to guard 
against and I don’t, uh sometimes wonder if we are doing enough. 
Now there’s a lot of c-...consideration given to inspecting more of the 
cargo that comes into this country. (17:30) And if-if say a container 
was to...or some sort of small device, would explode in Los Angeles 
harbor it’s going to wipe out the whole area, I mean as far as 
effectiveness goes, it’s going to kill a lot of people, and it’s going to 
contaminate a huge area, because you have what you call the dirty 
bombs. And...there’s so many insidious things out there now. And then 
there’s electro-magnetic pulse which can fly all - fry all the 
electronics, power stations, everything else. These...these are things 
that uh, that we, potential things that we should be facing. And of 


course I know you...you know, you can’t...try and...and guard against 
everything but you just have to try and take the most important ones 
and try to work from that. But I uh...in it just like...the, even the 
smallest piece of intelligence... It’s like there was, there were 
indications that if the FBI had followed through on... it was a...I think 
it was a an agent in Arizona or some place, or whether it was in 
Minnesota, had fingered this one character that was taking the flying 
lessons and this sort of thing, and they didn’t follow through on it. If 
they had checked him out they would have, they would have...they 
could have...probably stopped 9/11, and then...there... was also 
something ...you know about using planes as weapons, and...which 
they had never...I think there was...some sort of a report where 
someone wrote something similar to that, that this could be used, and 
they...it was sort of discounted, it wasn’t given a very high preference, 
so...but (19:32) We live in a very dangerous world today, and I...I 
hate to think what we’re leaving for our children and grandchildren, I 
really do. I, and not only economically but in-in many other respects. 
This country is, I think, heading down the wrong path for many years. 
Many of our Congressmen are uh more interested in-in the party and 
themselves than they are the people of this country, and the country 
itself, and I think it’s a shame. And there’s, there’s so much politics 
that goes on that-that the average person does not know about. We 
there’s-there’s political gamemanship going on all the time. I have 
read some of these books and things like this a little bit on it and... 
it’s...I had suspected some of it but I didn’t know that it went on to 
that extent. 


20:40 
CD: John, thank you so much for sharing your story, we appreciate 
your time with us today. 


ROOM TONE STARTS 21:00 
Camera gets various interesting shots during room tone. 
Phone rings once during room tone. 


23:01 
END OF TAPE 


